












REPORT ON ENHANCING ACADEMIC WRITING AND INTEGRITY HELD
TUESDAY 27TH JUNE, 2023 AT ACE-PUTOR CLASS ROOM

PREAMBLE

The Centre for Public Health and Toxicological Research (ACE-PUTOR) in collaboration with

the Intellectual and Technology Transfer Office (IPTTO) organized a one-day hybrid training

workshop with the theme: Enhancing Academic Writing and Integrity. The workshop was held

on Tuesday the 27th of June 2023, The participants were over two hundred (200) in attendance.

METHODOLOGY

The Centre had collaborated with Intellectual and Technology Transfer Office (IPTTO). The

Centre in preparation has also writing to the University Management informing the Vice-

Chancellor on about the workshop as well as the University Community. A zoom link was

provided for the online participants. The workshop was held both online and onsite. The venue

for onsite participants was ACE-PUTOR, Tetfund building opposite Senate building University

of Port Harcourt. All faculty members and postgraduate students in the University were the

target audience. The key persons include:

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Owunari Georgewill Abraham, Centre Leader; Prof. Daprim Ogaji,

Director IPTTO, the moderator, the Guest Speaker, Deans of Faculties, Directors of Units and

Heads of Departments that were present. On arrival, guests were registered.

WELCOME/OPENING REMARKS

To begin the event, the National and University of Port Harcourt anthems were sung. Thereafter

the Moderator, Prof K. C. Patrick-Iwuanyanwu introduced the key persons.

The Centre Leader, Prof. Daprim Ogaji, welcomed all online and onsite participants.



He informed them that the workshop was about how to add assets to plagiarism test and that the

solution for the day was the Turnitin solution. He craved their indulgence to stay tuned for the

lecture, prayed God’s blessings on them and wished them a pleasurable time.

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Owunari Abraham Georgewill the chief host, duly observed all

protocols and welcomed all participants to the wonderful event. He commended ACE-PUTOR

for contributing to enhance capacity building in the University. He also commended the

commitment of the Centre Leader and his team for putting the Centre at the forefront of all

World Bank Centres in the West African Sub-region and that the University owes the Centre a

lot of gratitude for this feat. The Vice Chancellor informed the participants that the event of the

day is part of the activities the Centre does to support the University.

Addressing the Academics, he emphasized that at the end of the workshop, it shall no longer be

businesses as usual and that every paper shall not be taken as paper if it does not meet some set

criteria and standard. He added that Academic writing demands clarity and upholding academic

integrity for preserving dependability and ethical stance of the academia. He informed them that

the University will make effort to ensure that issues of plagiarism will be taken seriously. He

advised participants to pay attention to details and declared the hybrid workshop opened.

CITATION ON GUEST SPEAKER

The Moderator, Prof. K. C. Patrick-Iwuanyanwu made a citation on the guest speaker, Engr.

Ikechukwu Stephen Ekwelibe Nhom, he said is the Team Lead and Technical Products Manager

for Turnitin at Oraco TSL Africa, Turnitin’s Sole Partner in Nigeria. He informed them that the

guest speaker is a B.Sc. degree holder in Computer Engineering, Master’s degree holder in

information systems, Masters of Information Technology, A Microsoft Certified Solutions

Expert and Certified Associate in Project Management among other achievements. He also

informed them that his passion for academic saw him become one of the founding members of

the Nigerian Academic Integrity Forum (NAPIF).

LECTURE/HANDS –ON TRAINING
The Guest Speaker, Engr. Ikechukwu Stephen Ekwelibe gave the lecture on Enhancing
Academic Writing and Integrity. He read out a quick overview of the lecture coverage as
follows:



1. Academic Integrity, the plagiarism spectrum; the different net of stages on you as both

instructors, faculty and students.

2. Different Academic Integrity tools available to you at the University of Port Harcourt;

how the different Turnitin product you have work.

3. Ethical usage of AI.

The guest speaker informed the participants that it is important to understand where they and the

institution are in terms of academic integrity maturity which has different stages. In his

explanation, after understanding Academic Integrity Maturity, it is also good to understand why

people do what they do. He added that Turnitin tools tend to build your original writing kills not

just check for plagiarism.

The guest speaker introduced his listeners to the Academic Integrity tools available at the

University of Port Harcourt ad a product work through of these tools and getting hands-on feel of

how Turnitin tools work, how to interpret a Turnitin report and how to submit. Another issue he

discussed was Artificial Intelligence (AI) the usage of AI in Academic setting.

Presentation on plagiarism as ethical issue and anti-plagiarism provision in the University of Port

Harcourt was made by the Director of IPTTO, Prof. Mary P. Iwundu. She informed the

participants that academic integrity requires hard work. According to her, avoiding plagiarism

requires making the right choice, a choice for ethics. She informed them that anti=plagiarism is

against plagiarism which refers to non-violation of truthfulness by not taking credit for other

people’s work, not stealing of other individuals’ ideas not paraphrasing words or ideas of others

out-of-context but rather be original and permitting appropriate sources without over-relying on

them.

She continued that research ethics ought to use standards and regulations, those practices which

includes the importance of the original authorship among others.

The Director of IPTTO went further to inform them that plagiarism could occur intentionally,
accidentally, or even when you paraphrase and that these could be avoided by keeping track of
your sources, quoting or paraphrasing information and citing the original source. She advised
them not to over-rely on other people’s materials they should follow a consistent citation style,
they should think to write for their writing to be strong, they should learn the elements of good



grammar, they should spend time to proof-read their work, learn to subject every academic work
to similarity check. She concluded that avoiding plagiarism is a mark of academic integrity.

CLOSING
After the session of question and answer, the Centre Leader, Prof. Daprim Ogaji gave the closing
remarks, appreciated the guest speaker and all participants. The workshop was closed with the
University anthem.
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